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FIRST LADY AND STUDENTS SHARE EXCITEMENT, 
LESSONS OF VISIT TO WIESBADEN AREA SCHOOLS 
 
By David Ruderman 
DoD Dependent Schools-Europe Public Affairs Office 
 
WIESBADEN, Germany -- First lady Laura Bush stirred up a whirlwind of 

excitement when she visited Wiesbaden area schools February 22. 

 

“Everybody’s excited,” said Hainerberg Elementary School secretary Veleda 

Simonson. “I think it’s given the children more interest in Mr. and Mrs. Bush, 

because they’re excited to be a part of it. We’re feeling lucky to be chosen to be the 

school.” 

 

“I’m nervous because I’ve never done this before,” said fourth-grader Kaurice 

Robinson as she waited for Bush’s arrival.  

 

“It’s a once-in-a-lifetime chance,” said fifth-grader Alex Mullen. 

 

“They’re just so excited. I think this is awesome, fantastic,” said school nurse 

Beatrice Friebe. 

 

Mrs. Bush arrived at Hainerberg Elementary School at about 3:30 p.m., where she 

was greeted by Barbara Hickman, school principal, and Dr. Elizabeth Walker, 



Heidelberg district school superintendent, and presented a bouquet of flowers by 

fourth-grader Jerome Aulgur and fifth-grader Sherree Simonson. 

 

Mrs. Bush was escorted into the school library for a musical performance by more 

than 100 members of the school choir conducted by musical director James Allen. 

She thanked the children for their warm welcome, presented Allen an award to mark 

his retirement after 30 years of teaching, and posed for photos with the choir. 

 

Mrs. Bush then spent 15 minutes talking with 20 fourth- and fifth-graders, answering 

their questions and asking a few of her own. She told them she never imagined she 

would become first lady, that she likes spending time with her family pets, two dogs 

and a cat, and that when she was in second grade she decided she wanted to 

become a teacher. 

 

“What I found I liked most about teaching was teaching reading,” Mrs. Bush said. 

“Reading is a really good way to prepare for any path of life.” 

 

Responding to questions, she said her favorite book when she was a girl was “Little 

House on the Prairie,” perhaps because its protagonist was a brown-haired girl 

named Laura. She said she has read all five Harry Potter books and mostly recently 

finished the novel “Gilead” by Marilynne Robinson. 

 

She urged the children to spend more time reading than watching television. “I have 

a book going all the time and I hope you do, too,” she said. “My most important 

advice is read as much as you can.”  

 



Asked if she thought America should have a woman president, Mrs. Bush declined 

fulfilling the role herself, but said that day would come. “I think you’ll probably see 

that in your lifetime. I know a woman can do the job.” 

 

She was asked if she and President Bush see eye to eye on everything. 

 

“Of course not. We don’t agree on every issue, but we’ve been married for a long 

time and have a good understanding of each other.” 

 

Mrs. Bush said she and the president are always surrounded by bodyguards, asking 

any of those present in the library to step forward. None did. “That’s really what it’s 

like at the White House. They don’t stand around in the living room, but they’re 

always there.”  

 

She said that she does go out with friends in Washington for lunch and other 

activities, and visits her daughter who lives in the capital. She also discussed the 

staff of cooks and butlers who feed the Bushes, their family and guests at the White 

House. “It makes it really easy to invite people over for dinner because I don’t have 

to cook,” she said. 

 

Mrs. Bush posed for photos with the children and autographed post cards bearing the 

likenesses of the White House and the Bushes’ pets before moving on to speak at 

nearby Gen. H.H. Arnold High School. 

 

Mrs. Bush entered the gymnasium, decorated with desert camouflage netting and an 

enormous American flag, to a thunderous welcome from about 400 students and 



teachers.  

 

She was welcomed by principal Eric Goldman as “a fellow educator, a family member 

and mom, and a champion of countless humanitarian causes.” 

 

A Junior ROTC color guard welcomed Mrs. Bush by opening the program before 

student council president and JROTC deputy commander Rafael Chico-Lugo 

introduced the first lady to fellow students as “one of the most highly respected 

women of our time — Laura Bush.” 

 

Mrs. Bush spoke for about 15 minutes, stressing the importance of the roles the 

students’ parents have played in fighting the war on terror and helping to establish 

democratic regimes in Afghanistan and Iraq.  

 

“Your parents have given these children the chance to grow up in peace,” she said.  

 

“Thanks to your parents, little girls not allowed to have an education before are 

going to school for the first time in their lives. Compassion is not simply part of their 

mission; it is a part of their character.” 

 

She praised the students for their sacrifice and steadfastness in helping their parents 

play their vital roles in defending America and guarding the peace of the world. “I am 

in awe of your courage and resiliency,” she said. 

 

Mrs. Bush urged students to take their parents seriously as role models in their own 

lives. 

 



“Like your parents, make public service a priority in your lives,” she said, noting that 

for some students entry into the adult world was not far away. “For you seniors, 

‘some day soon’ is right around the corner.” 

 

Mrs. Bush praised seniors who were already set on returning to the United States for 

undergraduate study or about to enter the military, and she offered advice for all 

H.H. Arnold students. 

 

“First, take your education seriously,” she said. “Try to learn every day. Learn from 

your mistakes and read more than just 'Cliffs Notes.' Keep studying and help your 

parents.” 

 

After her remarks Mrs. Bush spent another 10 minutes meeting students and 

teachers, and posing for photographs with them before going on to interviews with 

NBC and AFN. 

 

“She’s a very sophisticated and great person and she came over here to see us kids 

overseas,” said ninth-grader Alex Spence. 

 

“I think it was a fine, fine honor to do this, and educational for the kids in many 

ways, from all the preparation to being part of it,” said senior JROTC instructor Tom 

Tilghman.  

 

“It was neat to be able to hear the first lady actually speak,” said 10th-grader 

Nathan Sandback. “It’s not like what you see on TV. She actually cares.” 

 

“It was cool,” said fellow 10th-grader Brian Downing. 



 

“I’m just glad she came. It’s really good for our school,” said 11th-grader Theresa 

Dixon. 

 

And the admiration was mutual. “These are terrific schools,” Mrs. Bush told AFN in an 

interview before leaving. “The kids were great.” 

      

 


